50            THE PRESERVATION OF WOOD
with other protective composition, or subjected to any
preservative treatment.
|                             During the process of seasoning or drying wood there
I                          is a shrinkage in its volume, which usually commences
as soon as a considerable amount of the water has been
evaporated. The shrinkage is nearly twice as great
tangentially as radially. The longitudinal shrinkage
is so small that it may practically be disregarded.
NATURAL OR AIR SEASONING.
Broadly, natural or air seasoning is effected by so
stacking the timber that the air has free access to circu-
late round each individual piece, whilst protected from
the damp rising from the ground by means of bearers,
and from the rain, sun, draughts, and high winds, by a
roof. It should be borne in mind that the great desidera-
tum is to effect a regular drying of the timber, as any
irregularity will result in splitting. The yard where
the timber is stacked should be in the open and so situ-
ated that the prevailing winds will strike it freely. It
should not be located near any large body of water, or
in a low and humid situation, and should be well drained
and preferably be paved ; in any case, however, it should
be entirely free from vegetation. The bearers should be
at least a foot in height from the ground level, should be
thoroughly damp-proof, and be laid perfectly level and
, out of winding. The latter is mo$t important to prevent
the timber from being given a lasting twist. A perma-
nent roof is desirable, but where this does not exist, each
timber stack may be provided with a temporary roof.
It is generally advisable to remove all outer bark before
seasoning, and also as much of the inner bark as practic-
able. No strips of bark more than one inch in width and
about six inches in length should in any case be left on.